AN  EXERCISE   IN  DIPLOMACY

iv.To SIR THOMAS WYATT

[Westminster, Feb. 22, 1538.]

. . . Second, where our commissioners desired of the same
ambassadors, that in case the Emperor should purpose to go
through with these things with us, he will neither grow to any
further conclusion with the French King till these our treaties
shall be finished with the same, ne after take any end with the
same, but with our express consent and knowledge. . . . Where-
fore seeing he hath already granted, when there was no great
likelihood of any such renouvellance of amity to ensue between
us, that he would take no peace but we should be in the same
a principal contrahent and also that he would agree unto
nothing in any Council that might be prejudicial to us, or to
our realm, our pleasure is, that taking your occasion to remem-
ber those his promises unto him, ye shall of yourself, by way of
friendly advice, for your own discharge, lest full credit should
not be given to your rude and bare writing, as earnestly labour
that for a demonstration and assurance of his hearty good will
towards us in that same he will withsave1 by his familiar letters,
signed with [his] own hand to be sent unto us to express and
signify that he would observe these promises made unto us,
which in case ye can by any good means induce him to, write
unto us in form desired.

Ye shall, before the dispatch, travail that ye may see the
minute of his letters to the intent that they may be couched
plainly, with the same words that the promises by him and his
Council made: which matter ye shall solicit with such wisdom,
dexterity, and discreet attemperance as to it may be attained,
without instillation of any opinion that it should be desired for
any mistrust of the Emperor's faith, but as a thing by you
devised upon a good zeal for your own discharge, and for a
furtherance of the rest of the purposes in treaty between us,
knowing that the same shall much conduce to the framing of
things to that end which shall redound to both our honours,
with the great good of our realms, dominions and subjects, and
consequently of whole Christendom.

1 Obs. for vouchsafe.
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